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Prefac e

This bibliography is published for the information o f

all who are . interested in the history of naval gunfir e

support . Inclusion of a particular work does not neces-

sarilv constitute Marine Corns endorsement of that work .

Reviewed and Approved : 17 November 1971



Introductio n

The list which follows contains titles of generall y

available articles and books that are related to nava l

gunfire support . Inclusion of any given title does no t

constitute Marine Corps acceptance or endorsement of th e

author's views, conclusions, or accuracy .

	

The annotatio n

supplied is in the nature of a description of the content s

rather than a critical evaluation .
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Lt Walter C . Ansel, USN . "Naval Gunfire In Support of a
Landing ." Marine Corps Gazette , v . XVII, no . 1 (May 32) ,
pp . 23-26 .

Analyzes the weaknesses and strengths of nava l
gunfire support during the period .

Cdr V . T . Boatwright, USN . "What the Army Should Know Abou t
Naval Gunfire ." Combat Forces Journal , v . 2, no . 7
(Feb 52), pp . 30-31.

Rebuttal to Lieutenant Colonel Heinl's article o f
October 1951 by the Navy Gunnery Officer in OVERLORD ,
with Lieutenant Colonel Heinl's answer .

"Coordination of Supporting Fires ." Marine Corps Gazette ,
v . 30, no . 10 (Oct 46), pp . 37- 39.

Results of a careful study in the Marine Corp s
Schools of combat developments, representing th e
approach to the problem of coordinating supporting fire s
at that time .

Cdr Malcolm W . Cagle, USN and Cdr Frank A . Manson, USN . Th e
Sea War in Korea . Annapolis : U . S . Naval Institute,
1957. xxix, 555 pp. illus ., maps, notes .

A general history of the Navy's part in the Korea n
War .

MSgt Roger M . Emmons, USMC . "Tarawa Bombardment ." Marin e
Corps Gazette . v . 32, no . 3 (Mar 48), pp . 42-4 7.

Relates the story of how battleships, cruisers, an d
destroyers supported Marines at Tarawa with naval gunfire .

James A . Field, Jr . History of United States Naval Operations :
Korea . With a foreword by Ernest Mc . Eller . Washington :
Government Printing Office, 1962 . xv, 499 pp . illus . ,
maps . bibliog .

An account of naval operations in Korea base d
largely on official records of the U .S . Navy . Marin e
Corps operations mentioned throughout .

Harold D . Fredericks .

	

"Naval Gunfire and the Atom ." Marin e
Corps Gazette , v . 42, no . 9 (Sep 58), pp . 52-57 .

Discusses the form that naval gunfire support wil l
take in nuclear war .

1



Capt Thomas N . Greene, USMC . "Greater Coordination o f
Supporting Fires ." Marine Corps Gazette , v . 31 ,
no . 4 (Apr 57), pp- 40-43 .

Author contends that air, artillery, and nava l
gunfire can be made more efficient by coordinatin g
liaison between the supporting arms and the supporte d
infantry group .

Gen Wallace M . Greene, Jr . USMC . "Navy 'Gun Gap' Worrie s
Marines ." U . S . Naval Institute Proceedings , v . 90 ,
no . 12, whore no . 742 (Dec 64), Notebook .

News item published in Washington Evening Star ,
6 October 1964, quoting General W . M . Greene, Jr . ,
Marine Corps Commandant, as saying, "a further reductio n
in available naval gunfire support will increase the
'gun gap' and reduce our shore bombardment capability . "

RAdm John D . Hayes, USN (Ret) . "Sea Power, July 1966-Jun e
1967 : A Commentary ." Naval Review (1968), p . 293 .

Contains brief summary of reasons for bringing bac k
battleships to support troops in the Republic of . Vietnam .

Col Robert D . Heinl, Jr ., USMC . "The Gun Gap and How t o
Close it ." U . S . Naval Institute Proceedings , v . 91 ,
no . 9, wholeno. 751 (Sep 65-), pp . 26-36 .

The author gives his solutions to the problem : hal t
all decommissionings which reduce number of guns, re-
commission additional conventional heavy cruisers, rais e
a battleship to readiness, invigorate research, etc .

Col Robert D . Heinl, Jr ., USMC . "Target : Iwo ." U .S .
Naval Institute Proceedings , v . 89, no . 7, whole no .
725 (Jul 63), pp . 70-82 .

A brief study on the Marine/Navy controversy re-
garding the length of preliminary bombardment of Iw o
Jima where almost 6,000 Marines died .

Maj Robert D . Heinl, Jr ., USMC .

	

"Naval Gunfire Support I n
Landings ." Marine Corps Gazette , v . 29, no . 9 (Sep 45) ,
pp . 40-43 .

Discusses the development of naval gunfire suppor t
from the beginning of World War II .
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LtCol Robert D . Heinl, Jr ., USMC . "Naval Gunfire Training i n
the Pacific," Marine Corps Gazette , v . 32, no . 6
(Jun 48), pp . 10-15 .

A history of the Naval Gunfire Section, Fleet Marin e
Force, Pacific, and its role in the training of personne l
of all services in the employment of naval gunfire .

LtCol Robert D . Heinl, Jr ., USMC . 'The Most Shot -At Islan d
In the Pacific," U .S . . Naval Institute Proceedings ,
v . 73, no, 4, whole no . 530 (Apr 471, pp .397-399.

The story of Kahoolawe, an island in the Hawaiia n
group, which was used as a shore bombardment range an d
impact area for some 880 ships during World War II .

LtCol Robert D . Hein], Jr ., USMC . "Naval Gunfire : Scourge
of the Beaches," U . S . Naval Institute Proceedings ,
v . 71, no . 11, whole no.513 (Nov 45), pp . 1309-1313 .

Author discusses the development, techniques, an d
doctrines of naval gunfire support .

LtCol Robert D . Heinl, Jr ., USMC . "Naval Gunfire Support-A
New Staff Function," Military Review , v . XXVI, no . 9
(Dec 46), pp . 19-26.

Author looks at naval gunfire in its staff contex t
and discusses the planning, execution, and coordinatio n
of gunfire support as developed during the Pacific War .

LtCol Robert D . Heinl, Jr ., USMC . "What the Army Shoul d
Know About Naval Gunfire," Combat Forces Journal , v . 2 ,
No . 3 (Oct 51), pp . 34-38 .

Author explains differences in use of artillery an d
that of naval gunfire, with examples of how naval gunfir e
support made the difference in victory or defeat o n
many amphibious landings during World War II .

LtCol Robert D . Heinl, Jr ., USMC . "And Now the ANGLICO, "
Marine Corps Gazette , v . 35, no . 1 (Jan 51), pp . 22-25 .

Author traces the background of the Air and Nava l
Gunfire Liaison Company .

LtCol Robert D . Heinl, Jr ., USMC . "Minority Report on (J)ASCO, "
Marine Corps Gazette , v . 31, no . 7 (Jul 47), pp . 28-32 .

The author discusses the limitations and failure s
as well as the possibilities of the Joint Assaul t
Companies .
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LtCol Robert D . Hein], Jr ., USMC . "Naval Gunfire Support : A
New Staff Function ." Military Review , v . 26, no . 9
(Dec 46), pp . 19-26 .

Author discusses the planning, execution, and co -
ordination of gunfire support as developed during th e
Pacific War .

Col Frederick P . Henderson, USMC . "Naval Gunfire ." Marin e
Corps Gazette , v . 40, no . 3 (Mar 56) and v . 40, no. 6
(Jun 56), pp . 44-51 and pp . 36-44 .

A troop's-eye view of naval gunfire support in th e
Solomons' campaigns before such support was meticulousl y
planned and coordinated as it would be later .

LtCol Frederick P . Henderson, USMC . "Naval Gunfire in th e
Solomon Islands Campaign ." Unpublished manuscript, 1954 .
85 pp . (In Marine Corps Historical Library )

The story of naval gunfire support in the Solomons ,
where Marines and sailors gave the first test of battl e
to the doctrines and techniques they had developed i n
theory and practiced in pre-World War II training . Th e
author ("old 0840") participated in most of the gunfir e
support planning and operations of the Solomon' s
campaign .

Lt William H . Hessler, USNR . "The Battleship Paid Dividends . "
U . S . Naval Institute Proceedings , v . 72, no . 9, whol e
no . 523, (Sep 46), pp . 1143-1154 .

A defense of the battleship .

James D . Hessman . "Resurgence of Naval Guns in the Age o f
Missiles ." Navy , the Magazine of Sea Power, v . 1 2
(Jun 69), pp . 32-34.

The editor of the Armed Forces Journal discusse s
the resurgence of the naval gun which came about wit h
the Vietnam war .

Lt Richard C . D . Hunt, USN . "Naval Gunfire Support i n
Counterbattery ." Marine Corps Gazette , v . 25, no . 4
(Nov 41), pp . 21-22, 167 .

Discusses the problems of executing counterbattery
fires against the enemy battery positions and defenses ,
from the standpoint of the Ship's Control Officers, wh o
were charged with the effective employment of the firin g
batteries .
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Jeter A . Isely and Philip A . Crowl . The U . S . Marines an d
Amphibious War : Its Theory and Its Practice i nthe
Pacific . Prinnceton, N .J . : Princeto n Univ . Press, 1951 .
x, 636 pp . maps, notes .

An interpretive history of the development o f
amphibious weapons, tactics, and doctrine by the Marin e
Corps during World War II . Naval gunfire support i s
covered extensively throughout .

lstLt John M . McLaurin, Jr ., USMC . "Making the Most of Nava l
Gunfire ." Marine Corps Gazette, v . 31, no . 2 (Feb 47) ,
pp . 44-45 .

Gives examples of how cooperation and ingenuit y
between land and sea keynotes efficient supportin g
fire .

Cdr I . E . McMillan, USN .

	

"Naval Gunfire at Roi-Namur . "
Marine Corps Gazette , v . 32, no . 7 (Jul 48), pp . 50-55 .

An account of the activities of the Northern Attac k
Group, with Maj Gen Harry Schmidt's 4th Marine Division ,
in the seizure of Roi-Namur .

Cdr I . E . McMillan, USN . "Naval Gunfire at Guam ." Marin e
Corps Gazette , v . 32, no . 9 (Sep 48), pp . 52-56 .

An account of naval gunfire support given t o
Marines at Guam .

Capt I . E . McMillan, USN . "The Development of Naval Gunfir e
Support of Amphibious Operations ." U . S . Naval Institute
Proceedings , v . 74, no . 1, whole no . 533 (an 48), pp .
1-15 .

A concise history of the gradual development o f
naval gunfire support .

Paul W . Martin . "The Future of the Rocket in Naval Warfare . "
U . S . Naval Institute Proceedings , v . 71, no . 8, whol e
no . 510 (Aug 45), pp . 905-907 .

Author advocates the use of rockets on battleships .

Lynn Montross and Capt Nicholas A . Canzona, USMC . The Inchon -
Seoul Operation --- U . S . Marine Operations in Korea ,
1950-1953, v . II . Washington: Historical Branch G- 3
Division Headquarters, U . S . Marine Corps, 1955 . xi ,
361 pp . illus ., maps, notes, bibliog .

Operations of the 1st Marine Division and 1s t
Marine Aircraft Wing, 15 September-7 October 1950 .

5



Samuel E. Morison . History of United States Naval 0peration s
in World War II . 15 vols. Boston: Little Brown an d
Co., 1947-1962. illus ., maps . notes .

A quasi-official account of the U . S . Naval Service
in the Second World War . Includes many mentions o f
Marines in all areas of activity : amphibious warfare ,
aviation, . ship's detachments, naval gunfire, garriso n
forces, etc . Contains staff lists, ship lists, and list s
of awards and decorations throughout . Volumes of par-
ticular pertinence to Marine operations are : vol . 1
(Iceland, pp . 74-79) ; vol . 3 (Wake Island, pp . 223-254) ;
vol . 4 (Makin, 235-241, Guadalcanal, pp . 245-296) ; vol . 5
(complete) ; vol . 6 (Central and Northern Solomons, pp . 89 -
431) ; vol . 7 (Gilberts and Marshalls, pp . 69-354) ; vol . 8
(Marianas, pp . 149-422) ; vol . 12 (Palaus, pp . 30-54) ; vol .
13 (throughout) ; vol . 14 (Iwo Jima, Okinawa, throughout) ;
and vol . 15 (all campaigns indexed throughout) .

"Naval Gun Support ." Marine Corps Gazette , v . 28, no . 3
(Mar 44), pp . 72-74.

Reprinted from the Cavalry Journal , Jan-Feb 44, th e
article describes the increased use and efficiency o f
British naval gunfire in support of the Army ashor e
during World War II .

Richard F . Newcomb . Iwo Jima . New York : Holt, Rinehart an d
Winston, 1965 . xll, 338 pp . illus ., maps . bibliog .

A comprehensive account of the campaign . Appendice s
include Japanese and American casualty statistics ,
capsulized citations of Medal of Honor recipients, an d
Japanese and American command and staff lists .

Colonel-General G . Odintsov . "Naval Guns In Ground Operations . "
Military Review , v . XXVI, no . 7 (Oct 46), pp . 107-110 .

A translation of the author's article in Krasnai a
Zvesda (USSR) of 27 Apr 46 . Discusses the use of nava l
guns in support of the Russian Army . The Russia n
author calls for better training in postwar Russia n
armed forces .

Maj William B . Oldfield, USMC . "Our Naval Gunfire Prepara-
tion ." Marine Corps Gazette , v . 29, no . 7 (Jul 4.5) ,
pp . 43-44, 59 .

A staff artillery coordinator advises on th e
grouping of bombardment ships, shelling times, an d
support and target areas .



LtCol William B . Oldfield, USMC . "Shore Fire Control Parties . "
Marine Corps Gazette , v . 29, no . 11 (Nov 45), pp . 53-54 .

Author briefly traces the history of the organiza-
tion and the functioning of Shore Fire Control Partie s
since Guadalcanal .

Maj Francis F . Parry, USMC . "Can Naval Gunfire Be Improved? "
Marine Corps Gazette , v . 32, no . 11 (Nov 48)., pp . 30-31 .

Author suggests ways to improve naval gunfir e
support .

"Proposal Weighed to Bring Back Iowa-Class Battleships ." U . S .
Naval Institute Proceedings , v . 89, no . 2, whole no . 720
(Feb 63), Notebook .

Reports proposal to place battleships into active
service with the amphibious forces .

Maj Francis J . Roberts, USA . "Naval Gunfire Support ." Th e
Field Artillery Journal , v . 39, whole No . 2, (Mar-Apr 49) ,
p5-56.

Presents a broad concept of naval gunfire support .

Albert Sehlstedt, Jr . "Navy Guns Help Vietnam Ground War . "
U . S . Naval Institute Proceedings , v . 91, no . 12, whol e
no . 754 (Dec 65), Notebook .

A news item reprinted from the Baltimore Sun ,
3 September 1965, giving statistics and examples o f
naval gunfire support in the Republic of Vietnam .

LtCol James B . Soper . "Naval Gunfire Today and Tomorrow . "
U . S . Naval Institute Proceedings, v . 92, no . 9 whol e
no . 763 (Sep 66), pp . 52-59 .

The author discusses the need for landing fir e
support ships to serve as the main backbone of th e
modern era, while emphasizing the need for usin g
battleships until these newer invocations are ready .

William J . Stewart . "The Naval Gun In Vietnam ." U . S . Nava l
Institute Proceedings , v . 93, no . 4, whole no. 770
(Apr 67), Professional Notes .

Author discusses in general how naval gunfire work s
in Vietnam and some of the problems encountered .
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Frank Uhlig, Jr ., editor . "1967 Seventh Fleet Summary . "
Naval Review (1969), pp . 369-371 .

Contains a chronology of naval gunfire support i n
South Vietnam during 1969 .

Department of the Army . U . S . Army in World War II : Th e
European Theater of Operations. 8 vols. Washington :
Office of Chief of Military History, 1950-65 . illus . ,
ports ., maps, bibliog, notes .

Contains many references to naval gunfire give n
U . S . Army units .

Department of the Army . U . S . Army In World War II : Th e
Mediterranean Theater of Operations. 3 vols, Washington :
Office of Chief of Military History, 1957-69 . illus . ,
ports . maps, bibliog, notes .

Contains many references to naval gunfir e

Department of the Army . U . S . Army in World War II : The Wa r
in the Pacific . 11 vols. Washington : Office of Chief
of Millitary History, 1949-63 . illus ., ports . maps ,
bibliog, notes .

Contains many references to naval gunfire suppor t
given U . S . Army units .

U . S . Marine Corps . Historical Division . History of U . S .
Marine Corps Operations in World War II. Washingto n:
GPO, 1958-

	

, 5 vols .

I. Pearl Harbor to Guadalcanal . 1958 . 439 pp .
II. Isolation of Rabaul

	

1963 . 632 p p.
III. Central Pacific Drive. 1966 . 685 pp .
IV. Operations In the Western Pacific . Planned 1971 .
V .

	

Victory and Occupation. 1968. 945 pp.

This series contains numerous references to nava l
gunfire support during World War II .

U . S . Marine Corps .

	

Historical Division and Historical Branch ,
G-3 Division . Campaign monographs of World War II .

1. The Guadalcanal Campaign (1949 )
2. Marines in the Central Solomons (1952 )
3. Bougainville and the Northern Solomons (1948 )
4. The Battle forTarawa (1947 )
5. The Campaign on New Britain (1952 )
6. The Marshalls Increasing the Tempo (1954 )
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7. Saipan : The Beginning of the End (1950 )
8. The Recapture of Guam (1954)
9. The Seizure of Tinian (195 1
10. The Assault on Peleliu (1950 )
11. Iwo Jim: Amphibious Epic (1954 )

Contain numerous references to naval gunfire suppor t
of landing operations and units ashore .

Capt Paul Van Leunen, Jr., USN. "Naval Weapons Today . "
Naval Review (1965), pp . 54-56 .

Compares the number of active gun barrels availabl e
for shore fire support in the fleet of 1965 with the sam e
gunpowder of the fleet of 1945 .

Col Donald M . Weller, USMC . "Firepower and the Amphibiou s
Assault ." Marine Corps Gazette (Part I), v . 36, no . 3
(Mar 52), pp. 55-61 and (Part II), v. 36, no . 4 (Apr 52) ,
pp . 60-69 .

A pioneer of naval gunfire support examines fire -
power in World War II, comes up with some glarin g
weaknesses, and poses problems for the Marine Corps to
solve in its role of amphibious advisor to the Arme d
Forces .

Col Donald W . Weller, USMC . "Salvo-Splash! The Developmen t
of Naval Gunfire Support in World War II ." U . S . Nava l
Institute Proceedings , (Part I), v . 80, no . 8, whole no .
618 (Aug 54), pp . 839-849 and (Part II), v . 80, no . 9 ,
whole no . 618 (Sep 54), pp . 1011-1021 .

A study of the changes and development of nava l
gunfire support from the beginning of the war to the end .

Lt(jg) Craig R . Whitney, USN . "Naval Gunfire In Vietnam . "
Ordnance (May-June 69), vol . 53, whole no . 293, pp .
602-606 .

Relates the story of the battleship USS New Jerse y
in Vietnam .
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